THE RETREAT OF BRITAIN
blockade by force of arms would clearly have meant
open, and thereafter unlimited, intervention on behalf
of Valencia/
The last consideration being balanced by the fact
that to yield to Franco's bluff (for subsequent events
proved it to be bluff) meant operating his blockade for
him and helping to starve the deeply Catholic and
very Conservative Basques (not one per cent of
whom probably are Communists) into submission to
him, his Moors, his Italians, his Nordic (and pagan)
Germans.
It is bad enough to employ starvation of civilian
populations and its inevitable massacre of little chil-
dren on behalf of one's own defence and security, or
on behalf of the law (as we sometimes do when we
send the breadwinner of a family to jail). But to
employ it on behalf of a foreign cause the success of
which can by no conceivable argument add to
one's own national security, but quite certainly the
reverse. . . .
Shades of Palmerston and his heirs!
The attitude of much of the 'imperialist' Press may
be indicated by two extracts. The first is from the
leading article of the Daily Mail (November 19,1936)
and is as follows:
"Two Great Powers in Europe, Germany and Italy,
yesterday formally recognised the government of
General Franco in Spain. Both countries have there-
fore finally turned their backs on the gang of Com-
munists and murderers who direct the Reds, and in
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